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pleasinS manner.
The buildinS process of any project

hinges oo proper sto€k preparation.
When working with solid stock, I
prefer to buy it 6 bit ov€rsiz€d, mill it
sligbtly larger than the final dimen-
sions, then let it sit for a week or so to
reveal and relieve any internal stresses
(Flg. l). Once the cut stock has accli-
mated, I can then mill it again to final
size, worrying far less about mov€ment

I ve also found that larg€r parts
should be cut first, working to the
smallest. Many ofthe smaller parts
can be made from the offcuts of larger
parts, and if you make a mistake cut-
ting a larg€r part, it can usually be sal-
vag€d as a smaller one.

B€caus€ this project is actualy three
similar subass€mblies, it's very easy to
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With a slide-in design adapted from an antique set,
these small tables can be stored together to give your home three new

movable surfaces without hogging floor space.

Gstting started
While many furniture articles m€ntion
the importance of stock selection, not
many discuss strat€gies for obtaining
the best results. Th€ process b€gins at
your wood source. I was able to find
a board with outstandinS grain that
immediately made me think oftabl€s.
The large llowing grain patt€rn looks

8r€at on the larg€r top parts, but on
the narrowapmns and legs, the pattern
is lost and €an even d€tract from the

I looked for rich cotree-colored
wood with straight, even grain for the
aprons and l€gs, and sel€cted boards
that would yield blank long enough to
cut matching parts liom a singl€ piece.
For example, the apron sides and back
for the larger table are cut in sequence
so that the grain wraps around in a



get parts mix€d up and make an incor-
rect cut. To avoid this, I designat€d the
tables 'A," "8," and "C" Iiom largest to
smal€st, and marked all of the parts
accordingly. I also kept them sta€k€d
s€parately during €ach millinS phas€.

Start at the top
The tabletops can be made ftom a
single wide board if )ou have the stock,
but gluing up a couple of narrower
boerds h€lps to ensurc flatn€s.s. The
i{'tebletop should be your b€stlook-

ing pi€c€, as it wil be the most visible
part of ih€ s€t (F19. 2). I cut one sec-
tion of the board I \^,ant€d to use, then
ch€&d it against the remaining stock
until I found a nic. grain mat€h. I tried
for a boolmatched look at first, but
setded for a dcc diagonal flow of grain
Iiom one corner to th€ other, This prc-
€es! can r€solt in wlsting a litde bit of
stock, but the results are w€ll worth it.

After thc tops ar€ s€lected, I looked
ov€r my stock for the drawer front.
This is an exccption to cutting parts
ftom largcst to smallest, but the dmw-
er fiont is also a focal point for th€ set,
so stock selection here is important
too. The €nd of one of my boards had
some very nice tiger-stdpe grain, so I
s.t it asid€ for the &awer fiont (Flg. gl.
You could also us! a contrasting &!od
for the drawer ftont to make it stand
out, but I $rs going for a more subtle
look with tbis s€t.l resawed the pie€e

and bookmatch€d it, then laminated it
to a piece of poplar to folm a drawer
ftont that is %' thick.

Now is the tim€ to g€t the tops
glued up. when€vs possible, itb bet-
ter to Slue th€ workpiece up a bir
thicker than th€ final dimension then
plane it down as a unit. If ne€ded,
though,I'll plane the parts to thick-
ness first and use biscuits or a glu€
joint bit to ke€p the ioint as €v€n as
possible. After the glue has dri€d,
the upp€r surfaces can be s.rapeal or
sand€d smooth and even.

Legs and aprons
While the tops are drying, begin mill-
ing the l€gs.loint one sid€,and then
joint an adjacent side square to the
first. Then finish the leg dimcnsion on
the planer Crosscut to length, keep-
ing the legs as s€ts, then sta.k each
set together foursquare, flipping and
turning them until )ou havc the b€st-
looking faces on the outsid€s of th€
stack. Now mark the tops of th€ leSs
across th€ €nds where the aprons will
b€ (Flg. 4) to indicat€ which faces will
be monised and beaded later on.

With the legs square and straiSht,
the apmn parts cln be milled and cut,
loint and plane the board! square, thcn
crosscut the final l€ngths, marking the
parls as they ar€ cut. The cut li6t l€n8ths
include the tongues, but I preftr to mill
the morti!€s first, then trim the tongues
to fit, so I don\ €ut ihem just y€t.

Boading
Becaus€ this set of tables is don€ in a
Sheraton style, I'vc iDcorporated a lot
of b€ad detail. For consistency, I prefer
to s€t up the beadin8 bit in the router
table and complet€ th€ milling on all
appropriat€ patu at the same time
(Fla. 5). The apron parts are beaded
on both the top and bottom edges.
The smaller tops of tables "8" and "C"
are beaded along the top and bottom
of each €dge (rememb€r that the larg-
est table will r€€eive a rail molding, so
don t bead it).

Proc€s, the l€gs carefully, putting
a bead on each edge of th€ outside
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milered where they'llmcet inside the
mortises. I used a sacrificial fence and
miter gauge to irirn them.

Assembly
Now that the mortises and tenons are
cut, a dry fit is in order b€fore starting
final assembly and glueup {Fls, ll).
Use a sharp chisel or rasp to adjust the
fil ofthe tenoDs so they're snug, but
not too tight lFlg. 12).

Fastening the aprons ro the top
presents a problem. Typi€ally, lU use
wooden clips, pocket holes or even
"figure 8" fasteners, but in the'A'and
"B" aprons the groov€s that hold the
snaller tables don't allow for standard
methods. I cafefully counterbored a
%;' hole through the side and back
aprons ofthe two larger tables as in
Flg. 13. Since I nas using#6 x 1%"
screws, I drilled the counterbores l7r"
deep to ensure that the screws would
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not come out the top ofthe table.
Finally,I drilled the rest ofthe way
lhrough with a clearance hole at h"
lo allow ior some wood movement.

Since the snallest table has no
groove, simple pocket holes drilled
through the inside oflhe aprons
secure the top lFlg. 141. I drilled th€se
manually inst€ad ofusing a pocket
holejig. The thin aprons and top don't
ledve rnuch room for error, and I pre
fer the handmade look even though
the holes are hidden.

Apron assembly
and dadoes
Once all ofthe parts are scraped
or sanded smooth, the legs can be
attached to the aprons. Only glue up
the side assemblies at this time. cluing
up on a flat, smooth surface helps to
ensure that the parts are square and
straight (F19. 151.

Once the side assernblies dry, )ou can
cut the 76" dadoes to hold the smaller
tables. Because of the delicate bea&, I
opled to use a stacked dado head in the
table saw to cut them. This musl be a
stopped gfoove or it will show in the
back of the table. I made a test cut to
set the height, then marked the ten€e
where the blade makes first contact to
show wher€ to stop the cut lFlg. |6).
Unfortunately, this setup only works
for the left-side asremblies, so move th€
table saw's fence to the opposite side of
theblade to cul the dadoes in the right-
hand sides. This is safer and rnore accu,
rate than lrying to drop th€ assembly
down onto the spinning blades.

Because the aprons are inset %"
inside the legs, the actualdado in the
apron h only %;'deep. Reset the depth
of rhe dado stack to 7,6" and cul the
dadoes into the back aprons.

with all the millins fi'tally done,
it is time to atta€h the side assemblies
to the track aprons. To ensure that the
front ends of the aprons dry in th€
righl position,I cut a scrap lo keep
them in the correct orientation, and
clamped it in place during tbe glueup.

Drawer and runners
Thc"C" table receives a smal ldove-
triled drdwer. Since there's only one
drrwer, rather lhan setting up a jig I
hand cut the blind dovetails by layinS
out the drawer froni with a ma.king
8auge, then chopped the pins with
A sharp chisel .  After l in ing up the
sides with the front, transfer rhe tail
locations to the sides. A few minutes'
work with a handsaw and chisel com-
plete the dovelail joinery lFls, 17).
Cut grooves on the inside bottom
edg€s ofthe drawer components to
accept the %" plwood bottom, while
the drawer sides receive dadoes to
mount the back (Flg. la).

On antiques, the hidden parts were
often nade of cheaper secondary
woods, so the drawer runners can be
made from pine, poplar or any other
scraps you have around the shop.
You ll likely have plenty of mahogany
scraps left oven so you mightjust Mnt
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CUT LIST

Top 56' x
Back 5,6' x
Sdes 5/B' x
LeSs (4) 1' x
a
Top 5,6" x
Back 5h x
Sides 6,h x
Legs (4) 1' x

Top 5/b x
Back 56' x
Sdes 5t x
L€gs (4) f i
Drawer ircnl 5/L x
Foni sreicheB (2) 5,i x
Drawer s'.les 12) rn x
Drawer back t6 x
Drawer bolloh th' x
Drawer tunn€ls 3L' \

Mddngsr@k 2 x2 nsul tuenr €fg{h1o
accomnodale the 15" t 20 lop The aulrror
usen aboul84 ro creale hs moldngs

Nole A nra n conrponenls arc mahoganyi however
any secondary wood may be usd lor rhe nrenor
drawer pans and runners. Th€ edgeband mold ng
s oi wenge or a s m lar conlraslng w@d ol your
crbce Ar measlreme.ls are b€lo@ cullng l€rcns.

to make the runners ofthat.
'Ihe runners ire cut to wrap

around the top and bottom edSes of
the drawer sides. and notched to fit
inside the legs (Fig. 19). These arc
prctty lhin pirls so I prclcr to nrill
them from r wider piece oisrock,
as I dnl ior the cdBiig. Th( runD(rs
should bc glucd rt thc front, and
tackcd rlong their lcngths (Fig. 2o).

Finishing
With the completed apron rssenr
bl ies dry, I  appl ied the f i r ish.  lhe
f in ish iseasier to handle rnd less
likely to run or drip at this stage.

I preier to use either an oil brsecl

finish or a wipe-on polyureihane
because thev're simple to apply, make
it easy to get good results, and don t
aller the fine charrcter ofthe wood
I spcnt so much time selccting. I
rppUed thrce corts ofthe wipe-on
poly, wet-s:rnding betiveen each coat
with 600-grit paper.

Ifyour sryl( mns mor€ k) country or
cvcn nrissn,n, di$arent spccies of wood
rnd r icw alterations in the dcrails crn
result ur a wholc iew kxrk. Eliminate
nrcst of the beadingand use panrted
popl.r for..ouDtry l@k. Switch to
quirtersrt$ red ork,taper the leg.s and
rdd nnne sc()lldetrilto therprons for
r ch.rnring nrissnn kbk. t

15 x 20

21h' \ 12
1'  x 20'

12 \ 161h'

4' x 12'

D^t^h a^^h^t lr  ror}Jr I  LJovr rcul

A protessional woodworker for 20 years, Ralph Bagnall
builds rcprcduction turnilure in his home shop, and lras been
t€aching and writing for the pasl several y€a|s. He rec€nlly
moved lrom New Hampshire to lhe island ofSl. Croix, Vi€in
lslands, to puEue his woodworkng in tropical sunshne.


